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STRI produces surface suitable for showjumping and rugby

Research has been carried out by
the Sports Turf Research Institute
(STRIY into providing a surface
for both rugby and showjumping —
a world-first.

The resuli is the surface of the
new Royal Dublin Society (RDS)
Arena in Dublin, which saw a majar
showjumping event in August and
is now hosting 30 rughy games
while the national Lansdowne Road
Stadium is being redeveloped.

At Scotsturf last week, Dr lan
McCiements of the STRI outlined
the work they had been doing.

“To upgrade the RDS Arena we

visited numerous venues to look at
conditions including Cheltenham
and Hickstead, while for rugby in
Ireland we looked at Leinster’s
ground at Donnybrook and Raven-
hill, Belfast,” said McClements.
"The aim was to assess whether
we could get a surface that could
be used for both rugby and show-
jumping, taking various issues into
account such as a lack of grass at
the end of the rugby season and
localised compaction caused by
showjumping. The best equestrian
surfaces are generally soil-based
but to enhance performance for

rughy a high percentage of sand
would be preferable,

“In the end we decided to re-use
the clay loam soil at RDS and incor-
porated sand into the surface as
well as implementing a good main-
tenance regime o reduce compac-
tion. The grass is mostly rye with
underlying fescues. It was allowed
to grow to 60mm for showjumping
and kept at 40mm for rughy.”

In the same seminar Dr Simon
Watson cutlined work on sporis
surface perfarmance tests to
assess play quality, ball roll, trac-
tion and bounce.






